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RAOUL BLINDENBACHER 
Raoul Blindenbacher is Vice President, Global Programs, at the Forum of Federations.  
He has earned a Master’s Degree from St. Louis University, St. Louis, United States and 
a Doctorate from the University of Zürich, Switzerland.  He recently edited the 
publication Federalism in a Changing World, Learning from Each Other with Dr. Arnold 
Koller.  As a lecturer, he works at several universities in Europe and the United States.  
He is also the author of several publications in the field of communication theory, 
political science, sociology of learning organizations and public administration. He is 
fluent in German, English and French. 
 
J. ISAWA ELAIGWU  
Isawa Elaigwu is Professor Emeritus of Political Science at the University of Jos and 
President of the Institute of Governance and Social Research (IGSR) in Jos, Plateau 
State. Nigeria. He obtained his first degree from the Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. He 
holds an MA and Ph.D degree from Stanford University, USA. He served as Director 
General and Chief Executive of the National Council on Intergovernmental Relations 
(NCIR) in Abuja from 1992 to 1996. He also served as Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees for the United Nations Institute of Training and Research. 
 
 

A Global Dialogue on Federalism  Page 1 
Editorial Board Members – July 2005 



PATRICK FAFARD 
Patrick Fafard is Director General, Strategic Policy and Research, Intergovernmental 
Affairs, Privy Council Office.  He joined the Government of Canada in the Fall of 2002 
following a career with the Governments of Alberta, Ontario, and most recently 
Saskatchewan.  In the last he served as Executive Director of the Policy and Planning 
Branch in Saskatchewan Health and as the Executive Director of the Commision on 
Medicare led by Ken Fyke. 
 
He holds a Ph.D. in Political Studies from Queen's University and has taught at the 
University of Waterloo, the University of Regina, and Queen’s University. 
 
THOMAS FLEINER  
Thomas Fleiner has been Director of the Institute of Federalism since 1984 and is 
Professor for Constitutional and Administrative Law at the University of Fribourg, 
Switzerland. He has served as a civil servant and an advisor for the Swiss government. 
He has been a member of numerous federal commissions and drafted statutes for the 
federal and cantonal governments. He is the author of several books and hundreds of 
articles on issues of constitutional, administrative, international law and legal and 
political philosophy. He is also Editor of three publications, including the PIFF Edition of 
the Institute of Federalism. 
 
MEENAKSHI HOOJA  
Meenakshi Hooja is a senior civil servant with the Indian Administrative Service. She is 
currently Principal Secretary to Government of Rajasthan and Commissioner 
Departmental Enquiries at Jaipur. Till mid 2002 she was the Senior Directing Staff at the 
National Defence College with the central Ministry of Defence at New Delhi. Other 
positions she has held in the Indian Union Government include Joint Secretary in the 
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment (responsible for the welfare of tribals, 
minorities and backward classes), Joint Secretary National Commission for Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and Deputy Director/officiating Director Census 
Operations. She has worked more than twenty years for the Government of Rajasthan, 
holding a variety of positions both in the State Secretariat and at the regional (district and 
division) levels, such as Secretary to the Government for Women and Child 
Development, Secretary to Government for Art and Culture, Director Indira Gandhi 
Institute for Panchayati Raj and Rural Development Jaipur, Transport Commissioner, 
Special Secretary to Government for Irrigation, Divisional Commissioner for Jaipur and 
for Bikaner respectively, and District Collector and District Magistrate for Bharatpur and  
for Sirohi respectively, Deputy Secretary to Government for Planning and for Personnel, 
Sub-Divisional Officer Ajmer, Commercial Taxes Officer Kota etc. She has also headed 
two state level public enterprises having been Managing Director Rajasthan Small 
Industries Corporation and Managing Director Rajasthan State Mines and Minerals Ltd. 
 
Mrs. Hooja holds a Master of Arts degree in Political Science from the University of 
Rajasthan, Jaipur, where she also taught as a Lecturer before joining the Indian 
Administrative Service in 1975. She has written numerous articles published in journals, 
books and reports, and presented papers at seminars and conferences in India and the 
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United Kingdom on issues ranging from improvements to the Indian Administrative 
Service, to analysis of Panchayat Raj, democratic decentralization and rural development, 
administration within the State, tribal development, and federalism. She was a Visiting 
Fellow at Queen Elizabeth House, University of Oxford, U.K. from October 1999 to July 
2000 and earlier spent four months in 1987 as a British Council TCTD awardee at the 
Institute of Local Government Studies, University of Birmingham, U.K. 
 
 In 1981, she was awarded the President of India Silver Medal for outstanding work 
during the 1981 Census of India, and in 1985, she received the Merit Award from the 
Government of Rajasthan for her work as District Collector for Sirohi. 
 
Poems by Mrs Hooja in English and Hindi have been published in magazines and 
broadcast on All India Radio and a volume of her Hindi poems was published in early 
2003. 
 
JOHN KINCAID  
John Kincaid is the Robert B. and Helen S. Meyner Professor of Government and Public 
Service and Director of the Meyner Center for the Study of State and Local Government 
at Lafayette College, Easton, Pennsylvania.  He also served as Executive Director (1988-
94) and Director of Research (1986-88) of the U.S. Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations, Washington, D.C.; and as Assistant and then Associate 
Professor of Political Science at the University of North Texas (1979-94).  In 1972-73, he 
was vice president of the Pentagon Papers Fund for the Defense of Human and Civil 
Liberties--the legal defense organization for Daniel Ellsberg and Anthony Russo in the 
Pentagon Papers Trial in Los Angeles. 
 
He is editor of Publius: The Journal of Federalism; editor of a 50-book series on the 
Governments and Politics of the American States published by the University of 
Nebraska Press; elected fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration; 
member of the editorial board of the State Constitutional Law Bulletin; recipient of the 
Donald Stone Distinguished Scholar Award from the Section on Intergovernmental 
Administration and Management of the American Society of Public Administration; 
editor of Political Culture, Public Policy and the American States (1981); Competition 
among States and Local Governments:  Efficiency and Equity in American Federalism 
(1991); coeditor of The Covenant Connection: From Federal Theology to Modern 
Federalism (2000); and author of various works on federalism and intergovernmental 
relations.  He is also President of the International Association of Centers for Federal 
Studies (1998-2001) and past President of the Southwestern Political Science Association 
(1993-94). 
  
He has lectured and consulted on issues of federalism throughout the United States as 
well as in Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Germany, 
India, Japan, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, 
Ukraine, and the United Kingdom. 
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FERNANDO ANTONIO REZENDE DA SILVA 
Fernando Rezende is a Professor at the Brazilian School of Public Administration, 
Getulio Vargas Foundation.  He is also a consultant for public and private organizations 
and international institutions (World Bank, IBD, UN), and a member of the International 
Institute of Public Finances.  Until 1987, he was Deputy Director of the Research 
Institute at the Institute for Applied Economic Research, IPEA.  Dr. Rezende has been 
Professor at the Instituto de Planificación Económica y Social (ILPES/CEPAL), and in 
1991 was a member of the Advisory Commission to the Brazilian Finance Minister on 
Fiscal Reform.  His published works have been focused primarily on fiscal federalism 
and tax reform. 
 
HORST RISSE  
Horst Risse has held a number of senior positions with the Bundesrat (UpperHouse) in 
Germany, and is now serving as Secretary of the joint Commission of Bundestag and 
Bundesrat for the Reform of the Federal State Order. He has been a member of the 
executive staff of the Bundesrat since 1986, serving in the areas of parliamentary law, 
parliamentary services, agriculture, regional planning, urban development, transport and 
economics. He received his doctorate in law at Bonn University in 1987. 
 
CHERYL SAUNDERS  
Cheryl Saunders is Associate Dean Graduate Studies and a Director of the Melbourne JD, 
She is also a Director of the Institute for Comparative and International Law and of the 
Centre for Comparative Constitutional Studies. She is the 1st Vice President of the 
International Association of Centers for Federal Studies.  
 
Cheryl Saunders has specialist interests in constitutional law and comparative 
constitutional law, including federalism and intergovernmental relations, constitutional 
design and change and constitutional theory. She is presently working on two major 
projects: the law of intergovernmental relations and a collection of materials on 
comparative constitutional theory.  
 
In addition to her research and teaching activities, Cheryl Saunders is active in public 
debate on constitutional matters in Australia and internationally. From 1991, as deputy 
chair of the Australian Constitutional Centenary Foundation, she was closely involved in 
its pioneering work to encourage public understanding of the Constitution.  She has had 
some involvement in aspects of constitutional design in other countries, including Fiji, 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, Sri Lanka and East Timor.  
 
In 1994, Cheryl Saunders was made an officer of the Order of Australia, for services to 
the law and to public administration. 
 
RONALD L. WATTS 
Ronald Watts is Principal Emeritus and Professor Emeritus of Political Studies at 
Queen’s University where he has been a member of the academic staff since 1955 and 
was Principal and Vice-Chancellor 1974-1984.  He is a Fellow and former Director of the 
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Institute of Intergovernmental Relations at Queen’s University.  He was President of the 
International Association of Centres for Federal Studies, 1991-8, and is currently a 
member of the Board of the international Forum of Federations.  He is a former Board 
Member and chairman of the Research Committee of the Institute for Research on Public 
Policy.  On several occasions he has been a consultant to the Government of Canada 
during constitutional deliberations, most notably 1980-1 and 1991-2, and has been a 
constitutional advisor to governments in several other countries.  As a political scientist 
he has worked for over forty years on the comparative study of federal systems and on 
Canadian federalism, and has written or edited over twenty books, monographs and 
reports and over sixty articles and chapters in books.  His most recent book is Comparing 
Federal Systems of which the second edition was published in 1999.  He has received 
five honorary degrees.  He became an Officer of the Order of Canada in 1979 and was 
promoted to Companion of the Order of Canada in 2000. 
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