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RAOUL BLINDENBACHER [vice president and director of global programs] has earned a Master’s 
Degree from St. Louis University, St. Louis, United States and a Doctorate from the University of 
Zürich, Switzerland. He recently edited the publication Federalism in a Changing World, Learning 
from Each Other with Dr. Arnold Koller. As a lecturer, he has worked at several universities in Europe 
and the United States.  He is also the author of several publications in the field of communication 
theory, political science, sociology of learning organisations and public administration. One of his 
main responsibilities at the Forum is the Global Dialogue program.  He is fluent in German, English 
and French. 
 
BARB BROOK [program officer] has a Master’s Degree in Environmental Studies and has more than 
ten years’ management experience in international development education.  At the Forum, she 
manages the Global Dialogue program.  She is fluent in English and French and speaks German. 
 
JOHN KINCAID [senior editor] is the Robert B. and Helen S. Meyner Professor of Government and 
Public Service and Director of the Meyner Center for the Study of State and Local Government at 
Lafayette College, Easton, Pennsylvania.  He is editor of Publius: The Journal of Federalism; editor of 
a 50-book series on the Governments and Politics of the American States published by the University 
of Nebraska Press; elected fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration; member of the 
editorial board of the State Constitutional Law Bulletin; recipient of the Donald Stone Distinguished 
Scholar Award from the Section on Intergovernmental Administration and Management of the 
American Society of Public Administration; editor of Political Culture, Public Policy and the 
American States (1981); Competition among States and Local Governments:  Efficiency and Equity in 
American Federalism (1991); coeditor of The Covenant Connection: From Federal Theology to 
Modern Federalism (2000); and author of various works on federalism and intergovernmental 
relations.  He is also President of the International Association of Centers for Federal Studies (1998-
2001) and past President of the Southwestern Political Science Association (1993-94). 
 He has lectured and consulted on issues of federalism throughout the United States as well as in 
Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Germany, India, Japan, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Russia, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, and the United Kingdom. 
 
ABIGAIL OSTIEN [communications coordinator, Global Dialogue] has a Master’s Degree in philosophy 
of education from McGill University.  She has lived in Hong Kong, Nigeria, the US, France and 
Canada.  She has worked as an educator, editor and researcher and served on the board of numerous 
NGO’s. At the Forum she manages the Global Dialogue publication series and the Global Dialogue 
website.  Her languages are English and French.   
 
NICOLE PEDERSEN [program assistant, Global Programs] began as a volunteer in Mont-Tremblant and 
was hired full-time after the conference. Nicole has a BA in social sciences with a concentration in 
political science. At the Forum she manages the international youth internship program and shares 
responsibilities within the Global Dialogue program. She is fluent in English and French and speaks 
Arabic and some Spanish. 


