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“Will constitutional reforms be successful?”
Lessons from international experiences
Institute of Federalism, Innsbruck and Forum of Federations, Ottawa

19-20 September 2007
Vienna, Parliament, MPs conference room
Agenda

First Day
12.00  
Greetings/Introduction to the Theme of the Conference
· University lecturer. Dr. Peter Bussjäger, Institute of Federalism, Innsbruck 

· Dr. Wolf Okresek, Member of the Board of the Forum of Federations
12.15  
Lunch
· Luncheon Speaker: Univ. Prof. Dr. Georg Lienbacher, Leader of the Constitutional Reform Services, Office of the Chancellor: 
“State Reform in Austria – Status and Perspectives” 

14.00
Italy: The new constitution of 2001 – Is Italy on the road to becoming a federal country? 
· Prof. Dr. Beniamino Caravita di Toritto, La Sapienza University, Rome 

· Dr. Luis Durnwalder, Governor, Autonomous Province of Bozen-South Tirol 

15.30  
Break
16.00
Case Study: Between collapse of constitutional reform and pragmatic solutions in Canada
· Prof. Dr. Thomas Hueglin, Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo 
17.45

Break
18.00 Uhr
Reception (Federal Chancellor’s Office)

· Speaker: Former Federal Councillor Prof. Dr. Arnold Koller “Successes of Constitutional Reform in Switzerland“ 
· Additional Keynote: Jürgen Weiss, Vice President of the Bundesrat
Second Day
09.00
Switzerland: Towards “Total Revision” of the Swiss Federal Constitution  –  Going from from Working on the Constitution to Working in the Constitution   
· Prof. Dr. Luzius Mader, Deputy Director, Federal Justice Ministry 
· Senator Prof. Dr. Thomas Pfisterer, former cantonal legislator of the Canton of Aargau, President of the cantonal advisory group for the Swiss Constitutional Reform of the late 1990s. 

10.30

Break
11.00
Germany: “Federal Reform 1” – Largest Constitutional Reform since the Founding of the Federal Republic of Germany
· Dr. Rainer Holtschneider, former State Secretary  
· Acting Minister??? (MinDirig) Anton Hofmann, Land Chancellory, Free State of Bavaria 
12.30

Lunch
14.00 
Closing Discussion: “What advice should constitutional reform in Austria follow?”  
· University lecturer Dr. Peter Bussjäger, Institute of Federalism, Innsbruck
· University Professor  Dr. Anna Gamper, University of Innsbruck 
· University Professor Dr. Andreas Khol, former President of the Legislature 
· University Professor  Dr. Gerhart Holzinger, Member of the Constitutional Court, Vienna 

· University Professor Theo Öhlinger, University of Vienna


Moderator: Benedikt Kommenda, Die Presse
16.00

Closing Remarks
· MMag. Barbara Prammer, President of the National Legislature 
